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Karel and Denise Van Overmeire
On a beautiful morning in October , I brought a visit to Karel and Denise Van Overmeire place together with mr Gwyn Evans, his son Evan and Keith Garret from Wales. Karel and Denise live in the town with the name Vrasene, a small town between Antwerp and Sint-Niklaas in Belgium.

We were welcomed very warmly by Karel and Denise. In his cosy reception room there is a beautiful trophy cupboard. The trophies all remind us of their exhibitions and victories. Karel is in partnership with his wife Denise. 

He is a member of the Belgian Budgerigar Club, BGC. More precisely, the region “Flanders”. Karel and Denise offer a hand wherever they can.   

In his spare time, Karel enjoys riding his racing bike.

Records of achievements

Various times “best in show”, in Belgium as well as abroad.

Various Baby shows “best in show”.

Many other victories all over Belgium and the Netherlands.

The beginning

Karel was always interested in birds, first in different birds and almost 45 years ago he started with budgies. Karel was very close with Jos Backx and Jac Cuyten senior. He started to visit many breeders. He wanted to get real breeding birds and bought birds from the English breeders Denham , Sixton and in Germany from Jo Mannes . 

Breedingrooms

His breeding room is build with bricks. There are 2 big breeding spaces. The paving tiles and white painted walls supply that this space is easy to maintain. The temperature is between 18-20°Cesius. For heating he used electric heating.

The total surface is 40m² with the breeding cages he can change in flight cages for the youngsters. There is water installed for cleaning and drinking for the birds.  Karel  used “DETTOL” to disinfect the breeding room and “ARDAP” to disinfect the budgerigars 2 times a year. There is music playing al the time. On the bottom there is chopped beech wood. The advantage of this is that it absorbs impurities well. It doesn’t exude much dust and the birds like to nibble on it. 

In the big flights  there is a good ventilation. This is vital for the well being of bird and breeder alike. Fresh air helps prevent disease. 

The very big windows at the front give the birds very much natural light. 4 Tubes of fluorescent light gives very much light during the wintertime and during the night.

There is light in the breeding rooms from 7 am until 10 pm.

How does Karel see a budgie ?

First of all is the width of the head; this one must show a wide mask.

The length of the birds should be in proportion of the width of the head filled up with  beautiful, long feathers. The cocks are selected on feather quality  as well as on width of head and depth of the mask. Spot size is not that important (remember though that it is important!) as long as spots are in the pedigree. Hen require a good width of head and broad shoulders. 
Depth of the mask is not that important ( remember: its important) as long as it has a good width. Karel can’t stand hens with narrow masks. He likes hens with medium feathering and plenty of  black skull.

Breeding season management.

The partnership hopes to breed 150 to 200 youngsters a year. There is always a minimum of about 80-100 budgerigars and they start breeding around the end of September, or the beginning of October, after an annual holiday outside Belgium. In Belgium, we get our rings on the 1st of October. The most important thing to Karel, when pairing up his birds, is the condition. If the birds aren’t in a good shape, Karel doesn’t even try to pair up. Karel says “The better you now your birds the better result you will get”. His pairs are often cousin to cousin and some times half brother to half sister. Karel has had some negative experiences with closer pairing. He doesn’t do that them. Nowadays, he tries to build a family that is as alike as possible and strongly alike genetically. Almost all of his birds are related in some way. Some closer than others. His breeding preparation starts just after the end of the previous breeding season. Karel takes a look at all youngsters. Hereby he would decide his breeding planning for the next season.

Of course the original birds must be of real quality for this work. The rest of the year Karel makes different plans for the breeding season  and says:” I start to look on the pairing visually, most of the pair are all ready in my mind, for I’ve been thinking of them for a year. When it comes to colour I don’t really think about it, except when it comes to Spangles. It is no problem for Karel to breed with “flecky-hens”. Cocks must be clean.

Seed mix

Karel gives his birds a good mixed of seed. He believes it is important to feed a high quality diet all year round  and maintain consistency. 

His mix is canary, niger, oat, reed, mohair, Japanese algier Senegal. The also a good mix of grit , mineral blocks. Every day fresh water. When the birds are breeding the get soft food from Quiko, mixed with dark bread and hard boiled eggs.

Foster parents

Karel says ; “ Pairs whose eggs are infertile can still be used as fosters by placing fertile eggs from another  hen under this hen. Many budgerigars are very admirable and invaluable as foster parents. The will rarely refuse to adopt a chick or eggs from another nest, but obviously only undergoing the same breeding cycle schedule. “3/3

The nest boxes

Karel’s prefers external nest boxes, in which one box fits inside another. The internal box can easily be removed when you wish to inspect the box, clean it, check eggs or ring chicks. After each round Karel replaces  it with a new one. Karel also puts a bit of wood shaving in his nest boxes. It helps to keep the boxes cleaner. It’s very important that the hen is given plenty of time to get accustomed to this though.

Show preparation

Preparing the birds for the show season begins when the chicks first come out of the breeding cage. Karel puts the youngsters in a small cage and after a couple of weeks they are transferred to a very large cage that’s attached to an old show cage. In the show cage itself, Karel puts regular supplies of millet and he covers the bottom of the cage with seed. The youngsters soon get to know where they can 
find a special treat, they start to see the cage as a natural part of their surroundings. Karel selects the birds about eight weeks before a show. He discards birds that are narrow faced or have short masks and tiny pinhead type spots.

Karel leaves the chosen birds in stock cages to settle for a week or so. Afterwards he looks at each bird individually, checking them for broken feathers, as these will have to be removed. Karel says: “Some people don’t like to pull the tail feathers, because they might not grow back again. If you wait for tails to drop and grow on again naturally , it can mean that your best show birds are out of action for an entire show season.” Flight and tail feathers take about six weeks to grow back, spot feathers about three to four weeks. About three weeks before the show, some of the adult birds, who will take part in their second or third show season, are also transferred into a stock cage. They start to participate in the show team regime! They don’t need as much training as the youngsters. A final selection is made just before the entry form is filled in. The birds that are rejected this time may well be in condition for one of the next show. Therefore, they are separated from the others into a larger stock cage. All the birds in show condition will be washed with baby shampoo. Heads require washing on a regular basis with a soft toothbrush and shampoo. Pin feathers will open during the washing of the head, but there will always be one or two that will not have opened on the show day. Karel rolls the feathers between his thumb and his first finger to remove the wax coating. Another rub of the head and his job is complete. The final task is for the day before the show. Karel catches the birds and dips the tails in hot water to straighten and smoothen the feathers. Afterwards the birds are placed in their show cage. You will find that, when dry, the tail will be as good as new! Obviously, Karel always decides what birds go to a show together with his partner.[image: image1.png]
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Carl Slavin (W.B.O.-judge from Canada)
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